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Beethoven Lives Upstairs 

The arrival of an eccentric boarder turns a young boy’s home upside-down.  Ludwig van Beethoven has moved in 

upstairs!  At first, the boy resents their new tenant but slowly ten-year-old Christoph comes to understand the genius 

of the man, the torment of his deafness and the beauty of his music.  Length:  52 minutes.   

The Composer Specials: 

Each video gives a fictionalized story of the composer, his music, and the time in which he lived. 

Length: 50 Minutes each. 

 

Beethoven Lives Upstairs: A young boy gets to know Beethoven and understand the genius of the man, the torment 

of his deafness, and the beauty of his music.  

Bach’s Fight for Freedom: Tells of Bach’s struggles to follow his own heart in a controlling and stifling system of 

patronage.  

Bizet’s Dream: is about Bizet sharing the story of his opera Carmen with a young piano student. Their abilities to 

feel life deeply is a testament to the power of the music.  

Handel’s Last Chance: Shows Handel working in Ireland to save his career, but helping a young boy as well. The 

boy lends his beautiful voice to Handel’s performance.  

Rossini’s Ghost: is a little girl transported back in time to the disastrous premiere of The Barber of Seville. She 

learns that opera, like friendship, requires nurturing, patience, and time.  

Strauss, The King of Three-Quarter Time: In this video Strauss meets Nicholas, a humble stable boy, who fears his 

brutal stepfather. The composer and the boy help each other, discovering the bond of trust and music.   

The Music of Strangers 

This is a documentary featuring Yo-Yo-Ma and the Silk Road Ensemble.  Length: 96 minutes 

Peter and the Wolf 

Sergei Prokofiev himself calls “Peter and the Wolf” a “musical fairy tale for children”.  In an understandable way 

Leonard Bernstein combines the various protagonists with an instrument which’s timre characterizes its’ way of 

acting.  Length:  26 minutes 

 

 

For information about borrowing the videos contact 

Michael Murphy 

wvsocietyforgeneralmusic@gmail.com  

or  

michael.a.murphy@k12.wv.us 
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